
 

DIRECTOR’S NOTES 
Storytelling was traditionally an auditory experience where people would sit around a fire-pit 
and listen to a storyteller recount an ancient story. These listeners used their imagination to 
envision the characters and environments of the story and occasionally had to self-correct the 
images created in their minds eye as the storyteller provided them with more exposition. 
Storytelling in this form was a very personalized experience, and indirectly taught audiences a 
lot about themselves and how they viewed the world. The introduction of theatre, film and 
television shifted storytelling from an auditory experience to a visual one, minimizing the 
amount of imaginative power required for an audience to interpret a story. It asked audiences 
to visualize a story the way that artists imagined it, as opposed to giving them more agency 
over how to imagine the work.  

“Freeing Heaven’s Secrets” is a bare-bones performance, telling its story through the 
elimination of language and most visual elements on stage; a recipe that works perfectly for 
diverse audiences from around the world. It encourages viewers to think about what it is that 
individualizes us, through the metaphor of “heaven”, without making reference to any one 
particular religion or culture. It is sure to illicit a multitude of understandings and 
interpretations from its audience, due to its abstract nature, and we are eager to interact with 
and learn from the perspectives that Fort McMurray’s diverse multicultural audience can bring 
to our production. 

SYMMETREE THEATRE 
“Freeing Heaven’s Secrets” is the debut performance of new local theatre company Symmetree 
Theatre, whose mandate is to share stories about marginalized members of society, where the 
main conflict does not stem from the fact that they’re marginalized. 

www.symmetreetheatre.com  

SPECIAL THANKS TO 
Arts Council Wood Buffalo — For their coaching support and help in spreading the word.  
The District Recording Studio —  For warmly inviting us in to record our vocals. 
Keyano Theatre Company & Haven Theatre Society — For generously lending us props and 

set pieces.  
Snapd Wood Buffalo, Mix 103.7 & Country 93.3 — For helping us spread the word. 
Matthew & Jonathan from Canada Council for the Arts — For supporting our funding 

application for the project this year. 
Multicultural Association — For supporting our rehearsals and preview performances. 
Ty Andres — For willingly troubleshooting technical solutions with us in the space. 

Sheri Donovan, Alexandra Durocher, Tammy Stanley — For agreeing to bring the show to 

SECPA. 

Dianne Pare & Sheldon Dahl — For lending us their voices for the production. 

Christopher Whiting, Naya & Mia El Jamal, Leah Nand & Melissa Collette — For supporting 

with the development of the revised script. 

Anas Eljamal & Sana Elache — For believing in this story from day one, and to whom this 

production has always been dedicated.
Performance runs for 1 hour with no intermission.  

There will be a brief talk-back session following each performance.

http://www.symmetreetheatre.com
http://www.symmetreetheatre.com


SCHEHERAZADE - ARPITA ISLAM  
Arpita has been performing since Grade 3, developing her passion for acting 
through multiple productions, including “Unity”, “Night Witches”, and 
“Kitsune”, at Westwood High School. In 2018, Arpita directed a production of 
“Haiku”, which led her to compete at the provincial level at the Alberta High 
School Drama Festival. She credits her success to the support she received 
from her favourite teacher, Ms. Terri Mort. Arpita is looking forward to sharing 
her performance as Scheherazade in “Freeing Heaven’s Secrets”.

CAST

FATHER  - JON QPID 
Qpid has over 12 years of experience working professionally on film, stage 
and television. He has developed a true love for performing and has enjoyed 
exercising his creativity here in Fort McMurray. Over the past 6 years, Qpid 
has performed in two Waypoints Dinner Theatre productions, and the one act 
play “Mere Mortals”, as part of the 2019 Adult One Acts Festival. He most 
recently starred in Theatre; Just Because’s “MacBeth”. Qpid is excited to be 
working with Symmetree Theatre and is proud to be playing the role of 
Scheherazade’s Father in “Freeing Heaven’s Secrets”.

MOTHER - SHWETA SUTHAR 
Shweta is an actor, dancer, choreographer, and the founder of local dance 
group, the “Divine Group of India”. Before moving to Fort McMurray, Shweta 
spent 8 years acting in Gujarati Cinema. She was also a news anchor in 
Western India. Over the past 7 years, Shweta has written and directed many 
local comedy-dramas, and also starred in the Multicultural Association’s 
performance of “Ubuntu”. In 2018, Shweta was a recipient of the Wood 
Buffalo Excellent in Arts Awards in the category of Dance.

THE BOY - COBURN FADDEN 
Coburn began his theatre experience behind the scenes for Ecole 
McTavish’s  production of “The Wiz”. He ventured to the front of the stage as 
Jafar in “Aladdin Jr.” at both Ecole McTavish and Kamloops Interior Summer 
School of Music’s Musical Theatre program. Over the course of the 
following summers, Coburn played roles in both “Grease” and “Mamma 
Mia!” Along with “Freeing Heaven’s Secrets”, Coburn is also rehearsing for 
McTavish’s production of “Matilda”, where he will be playing the role of Miss 
Trunchbull later this year. Coburn would like to thank Luay Eljamal for this 
incredible opportunity, and he is excited to see Symmetree Theatre 
develop in our community in the coming years. 

CREATIVES

undergraduate degree. This performance was shortlisted for a Deutsche Bank Award for Creative Enterprise 
in 2016, and received Canada Council for the Arts funding for a Fort McMurray remount in 2019. In 2019, 
Luay founded Symmetree Theatre in Fort McMurray, as a theatre company dedicated towards sharing 
productions about marginalized members of society in stories where the central conflict does not stem from 
the fact that they are marginalized. “Freeing Heaven’s Secrets” is the debut performance of this theatre 
company. Luay is also currently the Programs & Communications Manager at the Multicultural Association of 
Wood Buffalo and works as a freelance audiovisual designer. He has very much enjoyed working with the 
“Freeing Heaven’s Secrets” team and hopes you enjoy the show!

DIRECTOR & PLAYWRIGHT - LUAY ELJAMAL 
Luay’s beginnings in theatre took root in Fort McMurray back in 2004, as a 
performer in Thickwood Heights Theatriks, Cheepiyak Theatre (Westwood) and 
Keyano Theatre Company productions. Since then, Luay has studied theatre in 
Edmonton and England, choosing to focus on writing, directing, and digital 
performance. His directing credits include “The Insanity of Mary Girard” (winner 
of 6 provincial awards), “The Marriage Proposal”, “Mel Brooks’ Young 
Frankenstein”, “Seussical the Musical”, and “Proud”. Luay also directed the Keyano 
Theatre Company’s 2018-19 season opener, “Sexy Laundry” last year. In 2014, 
Luay wrote “Freeing Heaven’s Secrets” as a dissertation project for his 

PRODUCER - LEAH NAND 
Leah has a BA in Communication & Media studies, with a minor in Business 
Management from the University of Calgary. She has a love for the arts and 
has been involved in many theatrical productions, which she believes gives 
her a unique perspective into the business side of the theatre world. As a 
Marketing Assistant, Leah has orchestrated successful advertising campaigns 
to promote unique companies with niche demographics, such as Calgary 
Home Watch, Concierge and Party Pals. Through her work as an Events 
Coordinator, she has planned and executed a number of diverse projects 
including the Human Rights Day 2018 Conference, Speak Up Against Racism 
2019, and the Multicultural EXPO 2019: a trade show-style event that involved 
coordinating over 500 multicultural performers, volunteers and exhibitors. 
Leah currently works as the Partnerships Development Coordinator for the 
Regional Recreation Corporation of Wood Buffalo. 

STAGE MANAGER - MELISSA COLLETTE 
Melissa was grandfathered into Stage Management back in 2008 by Zachary 
Barrett and 2011 by Lauren Thomas, when she had Assistant Stage Managed 
“Urinetown”, “Dracula”, and “All Shook Up”. Spreading her wings, Melissa went 
solo, taking on Stage Management roles for Cheepiyak Theatre productions of 
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” and the chilling production of 
“The Insanity of Mary Girard”, which awarded her with two awards at the 
provincial level: “Outstanding Stage Management” and “Outstanding Technical 
Achievement”. Melissa is also a registered Nurse in the Fort McMurray 
community, with a background in general medicine and home care, and an 
emphasis on seniors health.  


